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Lutzka Wins Skate Park; Sheckler Second in 
Portland
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Ryan Sheckler was clear back in June as the AST Dew Tour kicked off in 
Baltimore: he wanted to win all five Dew Tour stops after winning three of 
five the past two years. After Friday's Skate Park finals in Portland's Vans 
Invitational, the best he can hope for is four out of five as Greg Lutzka edged 
Sheckler for the top spot. Fabrizio Santos was third. 

It's not only Lutzka's second Dew Tour victory, but also his second at the 
Vans Invitational, where he won in 2005. Lutzka has placed second at three 
Dew Tour events, including this year's Panasonic Open, so a win was 
possible, but still unexpected as Sheckler has been so dominant in the event 
this season. True, Sheckler did have a poor performance at X Games 13 only 
a couple of weeks ago, ending up in fourth while Lutzka was a close second 
to Chris Cole, but Sheckler's strong showing at the prelims Thursday made it 
seem like he was in pretty good shape to repeat. 
Through the opening runs, Sheckler seemed well in control. His strength is 
the jam session that follows the individual runs but he fell several times while 
Lutzka was strong and consistent, scoring a 95.50 in the final Jam for an 
overall score of 90.67. Sheckler's final score was an 89.83, giving Lutzka the 
win. 

After the loss, Sheckler didn't seem to take it well, reportedly refusing to talk 
to the media and "running away from Dew Tour staff," according to a report 
on OregonLive.com. He left in a minivan, his MTV TV crew following close 
behind. 

Even with the loss Sheckler holds a commanding lead in the race for the Dew 
Cup, 275 points to Lutzka's 218. If Sheckler is healthy and takes part in the 
next two events, Lutzka must win those events outright and hope that 
Sheckler finishes worse than second in at least one of them. Any other result 
means Sheckler is pretty likely to win the Dew Cup for Skate Park for the 
third consecutive year in a row. 

Check out our full Skate Park Finals Coverage and the Skate Park Finals 
photo gallery, a taste of which is below!


